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BC Scholarship Society has a new identity, same mission 
 
A familiar source of support for B.C.’s post-secondary students has launched a new identity to reflect its important and 
expanding role providing scholarships and bursaries. 
 
Effective today, the Irving K. Barber B.C. Scholarship Society has been renamed the BC Scholarship Society.  
 
Over the years, the society has grown to provide an expanded suite of awards and scholarships to support B.C. students 
which now include the: 
 

•  One World International Scholarship for students studying outside of Canada; 

•  Indigenous Student Award for Indigenous students pursuing degrees, diplomas, or trades training;  

•  Transitions Award for Adult Basic Education students seeking post-secondary certification; and  

•  Women in Technology/Indigenous Women in Technology Scholarships in recognition of women demonstrating 
excellence in the study technology.  
 

In 2004, the Province established a scholarship program and society in Ike Barber’s name to support B.C. post-secondary 
students transferring between B.C. post-secondary institutions. Barber was a respected philanthropist who generously 
supported post-secondary students and education throughout the province. The society will continue to distribute the Ike 
Barber Transfer Scholarship which has distributed almost $8.6 million to transferring students since its inception in an 
effort to honour Ike’s legacy.  
 
In 2021, the society supported 833 individual students by distributing over $3.3 million in awards and scholarships. Since 
it began, the society has granted over $29 million to B.C. students pursuing their educational and career goals. 
 
“The board - with input from stakeholders - felt it was the right time to change the organization’s name to reflect our 
broadened support to help students complete their studies,” explains Society Board Chair Melvin Berg. “We want our 
identity to reflect our expanded scope while also ensuring that Ike Barber’s legacy lives on in the transfer scholarship that 
continues to bear his name.” 
 
The new name comes with a fresh visual identity which incorporates the society’s name and features an icon 
incorporating two intersecting triangles that suggest an object in flight. The icon flying upwards visually depicts the 
society’s aim to help students throughout the province achieve their hope and dreams. 
 
“The new name for the BC Scholarship Society better reflects that all students in our province feel supported to attend 

post-secondary education,” said Anne Kang, Minister of Advanced Education and Skills Training. “I am proud to be part of 

a government that funds scholarships to open the doors for students by recognizing their talent, dedication, and pursuit of 

knowledge.” 

Further information about the society, its awards and scholarships can be found at www.bcscholarshipsociety.ca. 
Information can also be obtained from financial aid offices at B.C.’s post-secondary institutions. 
 
The Victoria Foundation administers the society’s funds and programs. 
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For more information about the BC Scholarship Society, please contract: 
 
Rory Grewar, Program Director, at 250-686-5500 

http://www.bcscholarshipsociety.ca/

